UNI TED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
DI STRI CT OF RHODE | SLAND

| NSTRUCTI ONS REGARDI NG APPEALS FROM A FI NAL JUDGVENT,
ORDER OR DECREE OF A BANKRUPTCY JUDGE

On July 1, 1996, the Judicial Conference of the First Grcuit
comenced the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel (“BAP’) for the First
Crcuit. The BAP is conprised of bankruptcy judges from the
Districts of Miine, Massachusetts, New Hanpshire, Puerto Rico and
Rhode 1 sl and.

Pursuant to the Order establishing the BAP, ALL APPEALS FROM
FI NAL JUDGMVENTS, ORDERS OR DECREES OF THE BANKRUPTCY COURT ARE
| MVEDI ATELY REFERRED TO THE BANKRUPTCY APPELLATE PANEL.

When an appeal is taken to the BAP, three bankruptcy judges
fromdistricts other than the district where the appeal originates
will sit as an appellate panel to hear and decide the appeal.
Appeals from BAP decisions go to the First CGrcuit Court of

Appeal s.

| F THE APPELLANT DCOES NOT CONSENT TO HAVE THE APPEAL HEARD BY
THE BAP, THE APPELLANT MJST SPECI FI CALLY | NDI CATE AN | NTENTION TO
OPT-OQUT FROM THE BAP IN THE ATTACHED COVER SHEET TO BE FILED
CONTEMPORANEQUS W TH THE NOTICE OF APPEAL. This is the only
opportunity that the Appellant has to opt-out of the BAP. Appeals
opt ed-out fromthe Bankruptcy Appellate Panel will be heard by the
US District Court.

| F THE APPELLEE DOES NOT CONSENT TO HAVE THE APPEAL HEARD BY
THE BAP, THE APPELLEE MJUST SPECI FI CALLY | NDI CATE AN | NTENTION TO
OPT- OUT FROM THE BAP W THI N 30 DAYS OF THE FI LI NG OF THE NOTI CE OF
APPEAL BY FI LI NG A SEPARATE DOCUMENT W TH THE BAP CLERK.

The U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel of the First Crcuit is
| ocated at U.S. Post Ofice and Courthouse, Room 403, Devonshire
Street, Boston, MA 02109. Tel ephone: (617) 223-4149; Facsimle:
(617) 223-9838. The Bankruptcy Appellate Panel Cerk is M.
Bar bara Beatty.

For Further Information about the BAP, contact the Cerk at
the address and tel ephone nunber |isted above.



